Creating your Web page as a Text file:
When you create your Web page, you MUST create it as a PLAIN TEXT FILE.  If the file is save in any other format, there will most likely be special characters that the browser does not know how to interpret.  So you must create and save your file as a plain text file.  With MS, you do this using Notepad.  With the Mac, you do this using TextEdit (although it’s trickier – see below).   
Note that even though the file you are creating is in plain text, you must add a .html extension.  Browsers won’t read the text file as html code unless it has .html stuck on the end of the filename.
MS: 
· Use Notepad 
· Choose to Save as type: Text Document (.txt) 
But :
· Next to File name: Highlight .txt
· Change to .html
Mac:
· Use TextEdit
But
· Change your preferences from rtf to txt 
1. Navigate to your Applications folder
2. Locate and run TextEdit
3. Open Preferences (under TextEdit dropdown menu)
· Set Preferences for Plain Text Choose Plain Text as the default editor mode in the New Document tab
· in Open and Save tab, make sure that the Add.txt extension to plain text files is unchecked
· Make sure Ignore rich text commands in HTML files is checked
· Close the dialog box
4. Quit and restart TextEdit
5. When you create your html file, save with a .html extension

